Early Access Web Services (EAWS) – 2016
Things to Know and Consider
1. What is it?
a. An Early Access Web Service (EAWS) is an Esri® Restful 4 band image service which contains pre-production NAIP imagery. The imagery is added to the service, on average, 5 business days after imagery acquisition. This imagery is minimally processed to speed up the process of posting imagery to the image service. It does not look like or have the accuracy of production level NAIP imagery.  *New for 2016 - EAWS is available only to those users with a .gov IP address.  Users do not need to register or have a special account.  Users are automatically filtered based on IP address (note that if working from home or offsite the services may be blocked).  
2. Color Quality -
a. The color quality specifications for EAWS imagery are not the same as production NAIP.  Color processing of EAWS imagery is minimal to speed up posting to web services. The imagery is a true representation of ground and atmospheric conditions at the time of collection, whereas production level NAIP has been color corrected and tonally balanced.
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3. Horizontal Accuracy - 
a. The stated horizontal accuracy of the EAWS imagery is 10 meters to true ground for minimally preprocessed orthoimagery. However, in most instances, the imagery is accurate to within a few meters of true ground. Depending upon the use case, horizontal accuracy needs should be considered before proceeding on work using EAWS.
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4. Example Use Ideas -
a. Use EAWS to get a head start on farm records updates and compliance activities. 
b. Use EAWS to get a head start on field boundary updates using the most current information.
c. Use EAWS to get a head start on identifying new agricultural buildings like grain bins and solar panels.
d. Use EAWS for quick access to the latest imagery to support natural disaster response.   
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